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CHAPTER XXXVL

THEF FORTRESS MONROE GEN-
ERALS.
fhey Make m Sad Boich of Taking Ad-
yantage of Richmond's Defenseless
Condition—Dix and Keyes Waste a
Great  Opportanlty—Gen.  Meade Is
stopped From Offensive Operntions
Agninst Lee—The Army of the Peoto-
mne Lowses Two Corps.
Marches and Manuvers.

The fire in the rear, started by the
Confederate emissaries, was exceeding-
Iy “disturbing to the Administration.
The troubles In New York were echoed
by resistance to the drafiing and en-
rolling officers in Ohlo, Indiana and
Illinols, and these had a mnumbing
<¢ifAet upon the aoperations at the front.
Tho peace had been restored in New
York city, it was felt that more troops
wore needed to give assurance agalnst
future ountbreaks, aAnd Gordon's: or
Echimmelpfennig’s « Division of the
Eleventh Corps was sent to Alexandria

GEN. DIX,

to g0 to New York, but was there met
by orders to reinforce Gen. Gilmore
in front of Charleston. Gilmore thot
ha had a chance to take the city If
fie only had a few more troops, and the
moral effect of this would have been
prodigious., Instend, therefore, of this
division, 10,000 men were selected from
the wvarious corpi and sent to New
York under comimmand of Gens. Ayres
and Ruger This greatly depleted
the aggressive force of the army.
Gen. Meade was Informed that he
wounld have to limit himself for a
time to threatening demonstrations.
Aug, 1, Meade sent Gen. Buford with
hig divislon of cavalry across the Rap-
pahannock toward Culpeper, to galn
fnformation as to Lee's whereabouts

: mnd dispositions.. Shortly after cross-

ing, Buford encountered Hampton's
and Jones's Brigedes, commanded hy
Btuart in person, who resented Bu-
ford's inquisitive Journey and put up
& sharp fight to detiain him. It was
gnother battle In which the Northern
horsemen showed to advantage what
they had gained by drill and organ-
fzation. The regimonts were kept well
in hand and charged home with the
paber, driving their enemies before them
4n spite of the most valorous resistance,
The saber, which hed been found to be
g0’ valuable a weapon at Erandy Bta-
tion, was used with great effeci to the
discomfiture of the Confederates, and
Buford succeeded In driving Stuart
back to within one and a half miles o
Culpeper, .

ter, rode down the Rappghannock to
neglst, with the Second Corps, under
the command of Gen. Warren, march-
ing to Falmouth to support it. The
two vessels were found at Port Conway
and destroyed by artillery fire from
the opposite bank, whereupon the
troops returned to thelr quiet camps
under the spreading oaks of the plain
of Manassis.

To Crush Roseerans,

Lee and Jefferson Davis kept them-
selves well informed as to this deple-
tion of the Army of the Fotomae,
and Davis matured a plan to suddenly
reinforce Gen. Bragg, and, eatching
tosecrans's army “tangled up in the
mouritaing around Chattanooga,’”” crush
and destroy it and roll the tide of
invasion back to the Ohio. This was
an ambitious plan, and promised a
success that would retrieve Gettyvs-
burg and Viecksburg, and restore the
morale of the Southern Confederacy.

Davis threw every energy into the
preparation for this achievement. The
troops which had been surrendered to
Gen, Grant at, Vicksburg were declared
exchanged and ordered to Gen., Brage,
the conmlmlrm iaw was put into even
more dristic operation to bring every
man into the army, Moblle and other
points on the Gulf coast were stripped
of their garrisons, and finally, it was
decided, In view of the quiescent dis-
position of the Army of the Potomae,
to go to the length of detaching Gen.
Longstreet's entire corps and sending
it thru by rail, post haste. At that
time such a reinforcement looked
easy and practicable. The rallroad
passing thru the camps on the Rapldan
ran thru Virginia and East Tennessee
to Chattanooga, so that Longstreat
could be rushed thru to Bragg before
Rosccrans could be reinforced over
the long line of single track rallroad
from Cincinnati and Louisville by
which he had advanced on Chattanooga.

On the other hand, Gen. Burnside
was making the long delayed move-
ment into East Tennessee which would
cut that rallrond, and before Long-
street was ready to start had actually
entered East Tennessee and galned
possession of the road. This compelled
Longstreet to make a long clrcuit
around thru the Carolinas to Augusia,
Ga., and then thru Atlanta to Dalton
and Ringgold. There were two roads
between Richmond and Augusta, but
only a single track from Augusia to
Chattanooga. The  distance from
Orange Court House to Chattanooga
by the way of Bristol and Knoxville
was only 540 miles, and it was hoped
that the movement could be made in
four daye. By the occupation of East
Tennessee by Burnside, and the cut-
ting of that line, the distance by the
wey of Petershurg, Wilmington,
Augusta and Atlanta was Iincreased
to 925 miled, and required about eight
days' travel.

Halleek Taken by Sarprise.

Tho the Confederate reports are full
of complaints as to the tardiness with
which the movement of Longstreet to
Bragg was begun and carried out, yet
even the alleged clumsiness and slow-
ness were too much for Halleck's

astutencss, One naturally thinks that
Halleck would have kept himself thoro-
ly well informed &t all times of great
movements within the Southern Con-
federacy, and that he should have been
especially on the lookout to prevent
Rosecrans from being overwhelmeqd in
the manner that Davis contemplatad.
Tho every sceut reported that Long-
street had been detached from Les,
Hidlleck placed no credence in these re-
ports, and at Inst Meade himself deter-
mined to verify them by offenisive
movament to beat up Lee's dquar-
ters and discover where he was and
who were with him. .
departure of Longstreet and the
numerous furioughs which had been
granted had reduced Lee's efféective
force to about 40,000. Meade received
news that he considered reMable of

Longstreet's departure on Sept. 11,
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and Gregg was on the right at Snlphur
Springs, The Second Corps moved up
to support Buford, while the other corps
were disposed to take advantage of any
development that the rest of the cavalry
might make.

The Confederates were guarding the
line of the Rappahannock with but two
brigades, commanded by Gen. Lomax
and Col. Beale,

Another Brilliant Cavalry Fight.

Only pickets were maintained near
the river, and the main body of the
Confederate cavalry was at Culpeper
Court [House. Gen. Lomax, who was in
command, got wind of the proposed
advance, and began sending hls stores
at Culpeper across the Rapidan. He
dispatched partles on all the roads to
hold the Federals back until the storos
could be removed to a place of safety.
He found this close, sharp work, how-
ever, as for once the cavalry was -mov-
ing In exact unison, and the Confedor-
atga were speedlly swept back on their
right, Bufoerd, without halting,
marched straight over the familiar
ground to the old battlefield at Brandy
Station, and Gregg promptly awung in
on his right, while Kilpatrick cnme up
but little later on his left. Everyone
knew well the battleground, for they
had crossed sabers with the enemy upon
it several tlmes sinca the beginning of
the year. The cavalry advanced in I'ne
of battle directly upon Culpeper, whare
Lomax had his battery at work Lo ar-
rest the advance until he‘could com-
plete the removal of his stores. While
the other two dilvisions engaged the

front Kllpatrick moved toward the lalt

-

The situation then became s0 serious
Yor the Confederates that A, P. Hill
sent ont Anderson's Division to rein-
force the cavalry, whereupon it was
Buford's play to retire in as good order
&8 possible. The Infantry, with three
batterles, pressed hard upon Buford,
but ke reached and recrossed the Rap-
pahannock, taking with him his prison-
ers. Ip this affair he lost 21 killed, 104
wounded, and 20 missing, but Inflicted
& still heavier ioss upon the enemy, This
demonstration seemed to glve Les the
ldea timt the Army of the Potomac was
resuming the offensive, and that he had
better take up 4 more defensive position
behind the Ruapidan, where heo cguld
cover Chancellorsville and Fredericks-
burg, which he could not do at Culpe-

er. Therefore, the next day he moved

i3 whole army behind the Rapidan,
e tery i alry to watch the
nock.
wration that broke
month of August
adition by Kilpat-
Confederates had
s In
m in one of the

ne Jatrick's Division,
-—saulild of Gen. Cus-

CAMP LIFE AT CULPEPER, VA,

He decided upon an immediate offen-
eive movement, but the scattered posi-
tion of his forces compelled him to
walt for concentration, Xilpatrick’s
Division of Cavairy was at Falmouth,
and it was necessary that he should be
present to make certain of clearing
away Stuart’s horsemen. Kilpatrick got
up on the 12th, and early on the morn-
ing of the 13th was on the left gt Kel-
ly's Ford, whila Buford's Division was
in the center at Rappahannock Bridge,
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to cut off retreat. Gregg and Buford
had no difficuity in driving the two bri-
gades, but when Kllpatrick dashed Into
the rear he found his galloping troopers
stopped by that ugliest of all obstacles
to the cavalryman, a doep, wide, steep-
slded ditch. This saved the train which
was just leaving the station, and en-
abled the Confederates to get away with
no other ldoyg than a large number of
prisoners and three pleces of artillery,
Custer was keen in the pursult, and
gathared up meny prisoners, but was
himself wounded.

This cleared the whole country be-
tween the Rappahannock and the Rtap-
idan of the enemy, and the cavalry
took possession of all the crossings of
the latter river. Gregy took position a.
Rapldan Station, Buford went lower
down on the Rapidan, while Kilpatrick
held the right toward James City.

Gen. Maade at once had the railread
bridge across the Rappahannock re-
paired, advanced his headquarters to
Culpeper Court Houss, and moved the
main part of his army across the Rap-
pahannock In a favorable position along
the Rapidan. ,

He had completed these dispositions
by Sept, 15, and was ready for further
aggress] cheoked

on, when he was
orders Halleck to

a pound a day in many Instances, rounds out |

vy o |
clonds gathering in the Wast which
gave the Adminigtration much appre-

hension. time Halleck, and not
Meade, w. b @ for the Army of
the Potom all to win a great and

crowning wic ory.T it would have baen
bhetter, farasle have allowed

et Lo
Meade to fa 194} is 111l weight upon
the deploted&rmdblor Lee and crush it
no matter t was going to happen in
Tennessse, The rrishing of Lee's army
would havd more than compensited
for any dishster ‘to the Army of the
Cumberiandg? Meck, however, took
counsel of his fears that the Adminis-
tration might have two digasters at the
same time digcdburage the country,
and arrested the Army of the Potomue
| In & position'®of sifety. He remembered
with keemssadness the depressing effect
upon the Nation of the terrible defeats
at  Frederickshlyy and Chickasaw
Bavou, and the sanguinary but inde-
clsive contest at Stone River, all of
which happeneq within a few days of
one another,
Filllag Up the Ranks.

The Army of Northern Virginia at
Orange Court Hopse and the Army of
the Potomac at Culpeper Court House,
25 miles distant, began slewly filling up
thelr wasted ranks, the former gather-
ing in conseripts from Virginia, North
Carolina and South Carolina, the latter
by recrultz and drafted men, the re.
turn of the regiments sent to New York
City and clsewhere and by the conva-
lescents and furloughed men rejoining
their calors. From the 10th fo the 20th
of September Lee's army gnined 9,000
Infantry, while Meade’'s additions came
In more slowly. ~Meade aghin realized
that Lee was gainipng strength Tagter
than he was, -and mdtured a plan Tor
an offensive movement, when he was
again stopped by an order from Hal-
leck to send two of his corps to the re-
lef of the Army of the Cumberland.
This order come Bopt. 238, and as bitter
n dose as It was to Meade, he at once
obeyed it with the soldler-ilke fidelity
and thoroness which were among his
finest characteristics. Gen. Hooker was
to Be given solace for his removal from
the command of-the Army of the Po-
tomace by having the command of this
reinforcoment. The transfor of these
two corps, numbering altogether 20,000
men, with their artillery and impedi-
menta, was one of the greatest feats in
loglatics . ever -attempted. Nothing in
Buropean history approaches it With-
in o week the 20,600 men ware taken
from the banks of the Rappahannock,
and, without aceident, deteéntion or oth-
er detriment, were landed on the banks
of the Tennenszee at Bridgeport, ala.,
within striking distdnce of Brage's he-
leaguering army, and where, In a few
days, they encountered thefr old ene-
mies of Longstrest's Corps on the
frowning hights of Lookout Mountain,
Our First Real Natfonal Thanksgziving.

It is worth while to pause for a mo-
ment to recall how the President of the
Uniteil States voiced the strongly up-
wellirg gratitude of all loyal citizens
for the victorles which had blessed ur
arma, In a Thanksgiving proclamation,
which really Instituted that most be-
coming festival of the “whole people.
There had been some effort before to
nationalize a day and a custom which
the devout Puritans had firmly rooted
in New Enginnd. - It had really hegun
in 1621, when, after the colonists’ first
rsuccessful harvest, Gov. Bradford or-
tlained the day, mnd sent out foar men
tn hunt wild tarkeys, that they “might,
after a specinl manner, refoice togeth-
er."”

During the Revolution Congzress an-
nually recommended a day of thanks-
giving. Congress recommended a day
of general thanksgiving at *he conclu-
slon of peace in *784. The next was
recommended by Congrees and pro-
claimed by Washington in 1789, on the
adoption of the Constitution.

Washington! proclaimed a thanksgiv-
Ing in 1795, on ascount of the suppres-
slon of the w Jamrrection. On the
recommendnt of (ongress, President
Madison proc =1 3 genoral thanks-
giving In 18156 fgr perce. Theore was
no further effort in tals direction until
Preslient Lincem recommendoed a
thanksgiving after Antietam. The idea
grew, largaly thru the efforts of Mrs.
Mary J. Hale, editar of Godey's Lady's
Boolk, and Prex' “snt Lincoln’s proclam-
Atlon asking po,.ular expression of grat-
itude to the Most High for the crown-
ing victories of Gettysburg and Vieke-
burg met with 2 most earnest accept-
ance Uy the whole people. The Ian-
guage shows Lincolr’s marvelous spir-
itual exaltation:

# By the Proaldent of the Unitad
Slates:

A Proclamatlon.

“It has pleased Almighty God to
harken to the supplications and pray-
org of an afflicted pocple, and to vouch-
safe to the army ard the navy of the
United States victories on the land and
m the sea so signal and so effective as
to furnish reasonable ground for aug-
mented confldence that the Unlon of
these States will be maintained, their
Congtitution be preserved and their
peace and prosperity pasrmonently re-
stored. But these vietorles have beon
accorded not without smcrifice of life,
limhb, health and liberty Incurred by
brave, loyal and patriotle cltizens. Do-
mestie afiction, In every part of the
country, follows In the tralp of these
fearful bereavements. It s meet and
right to recognize and confess the pres.
enge of the Almighty Pather and the
power of His hand equally In these
trinmphs and these sorrows.

“Now, therefore, be [t known that I
do set npart Thursday,. the 6th day of
August next, to be observed as a day
for National thanksgiving, pralse and
prayer, and I invite the people of the
United States to assemble on that ocen-
sfon In thelr customary places of wor-
thip, and in the forms approved by
their own consclences render the hom-
age due to the Divine Majesty for the
wonderful things He has done in the
Natlon's behalf, and Invoke the Influ-
ence of His Holy 8pirit to subdue the
anger which has produced and so long
sustained a needioss ang cruel rebol-
lion, to change the hearts of the Inour-
gents, to gulde the counselg of the Gov-
ernment with wisdom adequate to so
great a Natlonnl emergeney, and to visit
with tender care and consolation thru-
out the length and breadth of our land
all thoge who thru the vicissitudes of

-l murches, voynges, hattles and sleges

have been brought to suffer in mind
body or cstate; and finaily to lead the
whole Natlon—thru, the paths of re-
pentance and submission te the Divine
will—back to the parfect cenjoyment of
union and fraternal peace,

“In witness whereof ¥ have hersunto
set my hand and causod the seal of the
United States to be afflged,

“Done at the city of “.'a_sh[n‘[un‘ thias
15th day of July, In the vear of our
Lord 1863, and of the independence of
the United Stalenmolf-a\nmrica the 8&th.

“"Ahraha H

“By the President: m Lincoln,

“Willlam H. Sewarq,
“Boecvelary of State.
Troulble From the Guerrillns.

It was Inevilable that 2
swept reglon as L’:alfbetwei:c}t‘h: PT-:;-
mac and the Rapidan shonld be oursed
with  tliose wvermin of all armies—
bushwhnclcers, guerriilas gng robbers.
The people of Virginga have been
blamed for this, and the outrages of
theso bandittl, ::lth“’ithout justiee, A
country over which preag

back and forth Inevitably .'t:':':ll:lsa ?l?'l‘I:
eluss of marauders, brecisely as waste
piacos and rulned bulldings develop
rats and fackals. A great many of
thesa guerri’las were deserters from the
Confederatle army, with many, if not
an equal number, from our own. A
greater part of the bards who called
themsalves “Partisan Ranpgers™ were
really robbers, having small affection
for the Southern Confederacy com-
pared to their greed for another
man's property. Many of them wers
In these loose-Joinisd “organimations to

dafensive, as there

avold the Confederat: conscripting offi-
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dence of his having engaged in these
practices, will be arrested and confined
for punishment or sent beybnd the
lines. The people within 10 miles Ofi
the railroad are notified that they will
be held responsible In their persons
and property for any Injury done to

citizens, guerrillas or persons in dis-
guise, and in case of such Injury they
will be Iimpressed as laborers to repair
all damages. If these measures should
not stop such deprediations, it will be-
come the unpleasant duty of the un-
dersigned, In the excention of his in-
structions, to direct that the entire in.
hablitants of the district of country
alopng the rallroad be put acrosa the
lines, and their progeriv taken for Gov-
ernment purposes,

“George G. Meade, Malor-General Com-

manding.*

Fallure Om the Peninsula.

Another mortification to the Admin-
Istration was the failure of the troaps
under Gen. John A. Dix to accomplsh
any important results against Rivh.
mond. It was known that Richmond
had been stripped of its garrison both
in the city and its outiying points, to
swel Lee’s army. It was hoped that
the troops in the Department of Vir-
ginia, who had been doing nothing for
many months but garrisoning Fortress
Monroe, Norfolk, and mna ining- =&
line across the Peninsula, would be able
to accomplish something worth while
by a bold push townrd the Confederate
Capital. TUnfortunately, Fortress Mon-
roe and Norfolk had been made honor-
able shelves for high officers who had
falled to meot requirements in the early
part of the war. hat sturdy old pa-
triot, John A. Dix. avas in command of
the department, but with all his unde-
Infable merits as a citizen and a Seere-
| tary of the Treasury, and In splte of his
famous order, “If any man attempis to
haul down the American Flag shoot
him on the spot,” Gen, Dix was not a
grewut soldier, nor A man whe could get
energetic, effoctive smervice out of the

i
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subordinates given him. The next in
ir:mk to him was BE. D. Keyes, a Major-
| General, who had been made com-
| mander of the Fourth Corps much
|ngainst McClellan's wizsh, as well as
that of many other leading officers, and
who had been sent Into retirement at
Fortress Monroe very early in the his-
tory of the Peninsula, and his corps
broken up.

- Dix's Orders.

June 14 Halleck sent to Gen. Dix the
following order by telegraph:
“Lee'a army Is In motion toward the

Shenandaah Valley, All your availahle

worse

Ing armies.

ter Virginia at all,
the following stringent order,

requirement. This acceptance

thets as “Tyrant!”
men’s rights!”™ “Satrap!™ etc.

sllent or epoke In a subdued volce:

July 30, 1363.

Railroad, within our lines,
prompt and exemplary punishment,

ernment, therefore, |

every

cers, and Gen, Lee and the anthorities
at Richhmond made great but unsuccess.
ful efforts to bring them into the ranks,
where they would be doing something
effectunl for the Confederate caunze, As
a rule, the native Virginlan hated them
even than he did the Yankee
soldiers, becnuse they were much more
oppressive in thelr way than the invad-
To-day all that class of
men now living who have escaped the
penitentinry and the priscons claim to
have belonged to Mosbhy's guerrillas.
If ali who make this claim really be-
longed to this command, it must have
been quite as large &8s Lee's army §t-
self, and the wonrder is how it ever al-
lowed the Army of the Potomace to an-

Gen. Meade felt called upon to lssue
which
everyone accepted as a proper military
was
strongly in contrast with the deblature
that arose in the early part of .''e war,
when Generals ssuced orders and proe-
lamations of incomparably less severity.
Then they were assailed with such epi-
“Violator of free-
Now the
people had learned that war was really
war, and had stern rules, before which
constitullons and eslatates were either

“Headquarters Army of the Potomae,

“The numerous depredations commit-
ted by citlzens or rebel soldiers in dis-
gulse, harbored or concealed by citi-
zens, along the Orange & Alexandria
call for

“Under the Instruction of the Gov-
citlzen
against whom there 3 sufliclent evi-

force should be concentrated to thraat.
en Richmond by seizing and destroying
their railroad bridges over the South
and North Anna Rivers, and do them
all the damage possible. If you can-
not accomplish this, you enn at least
oceupy a large force of the enemy.
There can be no serious danger of an
attack on Norfolk now.”

Gen. Dix's report as to how-he obeyved
this order is full of the old famillar ex-
cuses employed when an incompetent
commander attempts to get results out
of Incompetent and unwilling subordi-
nates. There is o lot about no trans-
ports and no means of transportation
t¢ account for the slowness of the
movement, and it was not until 10 days
later that Dix was able to send Col.
Spear, of the 11th Pa. Cav., and about
200 men of different regiments to
Whitehouse Landing. where a wharf
had to be constructed before anyvthing
else could be dome. By the 28th, or
two wecks later. Dix had collected at
Whitehouse Landing the divisions com-
manded by Gens, Getlty and Keyos,
amounting to 18,730 men, a force fully
strong enough to have swept forward
into Richmond in spite of all opposi-
tion, if it had been handled by some
commander of ordinnary ageressive-
ness.  Col. Spear, however, socems to
have had all the vim in the command,
for he made a rush toward the South
Annn, where he destroyed the rallroad
bridge, the Quartermaster's depot at
Hanover Court House, and bronght
away 700 animals, 35 wagons, $15,000
In Confederate bonds and captured
Brig.-Gen, W. H. F. Lee, a son of Gen.
Robert E. Lee, This capture was of
much importance afterward in saving
the Hves of some Union officers con-
demned to be shot in reprisal.

Next, Gen. Getty was ordered to
move out and destroy a branch of the
Fredericksburg & Richmond Railroad
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over the South Anna. Gen. Keyes with
his division was to advance on Rich-
mond by the way of Bottom’s Bridge.
Gen. Getty, who was an excellent tho
rather negative soldier, who never ven-
tured beyond his orders, broke up the
bridge and was ordered to return, tak-
ing with him 21 prisoners, having lost
only two killed and seven wounded.
Gen. Keyves made a very lelsurely march
toward Bottom’s' Bridge, which is but
13 miles from Whitehouss, but becom-
ing alarmed before he reached his des-
tination, fell back to Baltimore Store,
altho he had seen no ecnemy excaept
some skirmishers, Gen, Keyes had at
that time at least 6,000 men and 14
pleces of artfllery, and it & probable
that there was not in front of him then

more than a single regiment of infan.
try, with some small parties of cavalry.
Of course, Gen. Keyes had a long story

(Continued on page threa.)
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